Sleuth Tied To King Case 
So7rfMi1beci'Sed To Talk 


SX miE BOTTC«, EngiaDd (UPl) — 
The former Scotland Yard inspector who 
says James Earl Ray just about admitted to 
him killing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is 
finding his privacy disappearing — and 
wondering why he ever came forward. 

“No, I won’t talk/’ said former Detective 
Chief Inspector Alexander Eist. whose 
words already have been heard at a U.S. 
House committee hearing cm the King 
murder and in a U.S. television network 
interview. 

“If Fd had any idea what a bombshell 
this would be — but I thought all this was 
[ known," said Eist, who now owns the 
Green Man pub in Six Mile Bottom, a small 
farming community halfway between 
Cambridge and Newmarket 

Eist said Ray, while imprisoned in Bnt- 
ain awsdting extradition to the United 
States for the King slaying in 1968. ad- 
mitted indirectly that he had shot the 
Mack leader. 

*^veryone keeps *sking why I didn’t 
come forward with this 10 years ago when 
the original tnal was on. Well, then Ray 
was pleading guilty. I felt h^ was guiln 
There was no conflict What did I have to 
offer? 

“I only came forward because I read 
somewhere that Ray had changed his plea 


to innocent and was trying to implicate the I 
FBI and I knew they’d done a damn good > 

[ job with him — the agents I saw dealing • 
with him in London, anyway, and I wanted 
to give my impression of his guilt” 

Eist's testimony before the House Assas- 
sination Committee that Ray seemed 
“quite proud” of having killed King 
brought sharp recrimmaxions from Ray’s 
lawyer. Mark Lane, who charged Eist was a ! 
discredited policeman accused of crimes | 
including perjury and inventing confes- ' 
sions. 

Eist acknowledged some charges were 

once brought against him. but added. 
“There was never any question of my be- 
ing dismissed from the force because of ; 
the charges. My retirement was honor- ! 
able.” I 

Scotland Yard Saturday issued a state | 
ment saying Eist “in July, 1976, was | 
charged with conspiracy to commit cor- | 
niption and two counts of conspiracy to ! 
perven the course of justice. Earlier this ' 
year . he was acquitted.” ' 

Eist. mustachioed and dressed impecca- , 
bly in a tweed jacket and brown pants in 
his two-room pub. was reticent to talk 
about almost everything except his im- 
pressions of Ray, about which there was 
no question. 



